
                     
                                HANDICAPPING GUIDE for SATURDAY, MAY 16  

 

TODAY’S SELECTIONS FROM THE LAUREL PARK TEAM  

     

                                                                                                                                     

 KEITH FEUSTLE KALI FRANCOIS    DAN ILLMAN MACK PFEIFFER JOHN PIASSEK DAVE RODMAN TIM TULLOCK 

RACE 1: 7-3-2-1 7-8-2-5 7-2-3-5 7-8-5-2 2-7-1-3 7-6-10-3 7-5-8 
RACE 2: 5-6-1-7 1A-5-10-3 3-7-9-1A 10-5-7-2 3-1A-6-12 4-3-7-2 1A-6-3 
RACE 3: 5-3-1-4 6-4-3-7 1-4-6-9 5-9-3-7 1-6-4-3 9-6-3-4 1-6-5 
RACE 4: 2-3-7-1 7-2-6-4 1-2-7-3 7-2-5-3 2-3-7-1 3-2-1-7 6-2-3 
RACE 5: 1-7-4-3 4-7-6-5 5-3-1-7 14-9-12-7 7-4-6-14 7-1-10-9 5-3-7 
RACE 6: 4-3-1-2 4-7-2-5 5-4-1-3 4-5-2-7 7-3-4-6 4-1-3-2 4-7-5 
RACE 7: 4-6-5-2 4-5-6-3 4-5-1-6 6-4-5-7 3-4-5-6 4-6-5-7 4-5-1 
RACE 8: 6-4-3-8 6-5-4-1 2-6-1-8 6-5-2-8 8-1-3-4 3-4-5-2 5-3-2 
RACE 9: 3-6-5-4 5-1-4-3 3-4-5-8 5-3-1-6 4-3-6-5 4-5-1-3 3-6-4 
RACE 10: 3-6-4-7 6-5-3-4 7-3-4-6 3-6-4-5 3-6-7-4 6-3-1-5 3-6-4 
RACE 11: 1-2-7-5 3-8-2-1 8-7-1-2 1-3-8-4 5-8-2-7 7-2-1-8 7-3-5 
RACE 12: 3-4-8-2 8-4-7-3 8-4-7-3 8-3-1-11 1-8-3-11 9-8-5-11 1-3-11 
RACE 13: 12-9-1-2 2-1-12-11 12-2-1-9 2-1-7-14 2-1-12-7 11-12-10-1 12-1-9 
RACE 14: 1-4-8-9 4-6-3-8 6-3-4-8 4-6-3-10 4-8-3-9 6-4-8-3 3-8-9 

 
Today’s first post is 10:30 AM ET        **12% takeout on ALL Pick 5 wagers** 

➢ “Today at the Races” morning simulcast show LIVE on X @LaurelPark at 9AM ET for late changes, top tickets and best plays.  
➢ Follow the action throughout the day on your preferred ADW, and on X @PreaknessStakes, @LaurelPark and @DanIllman_MJC  
➢ Get FREE PPs for today's card from Daily Racing Form! To access, visit www.laurelpark.com/handicapping-wagering/ and scroll down. 

 
 

https://x.com/laurelpark
https://x.com/PreaknessStakes/
https://x.com/laurelpark
https://x.com/danillman_mjc
http://www.laurelpark.com/handicapping-wagering/


 

TODAY’S ANALYSIS - by Dan Illman 

 

⟩⟩ RACE 1 
 

1. EPIC STYLE 2. BOUJEE BUBBLEZ 3. CAIRO STREET 

Happy Preakness Day! Special First Post Time is 10:30 am ET. EPIC STYLE was bumped from both sides shortly after the start, then settled into a decent 
position near the back behind a quick pace. She made a smart inside bid on the turn, split horses in the upper stretch, then hopped back to her left lead 
when moving into second. Expecting a strong late bid. BOUJEE BUBBLEZ returns from a six-month layoff after game score to close out her 2025 season. 
Tracked that fast opening quarter from the outside, forged to the lead, and held firm despite hopping back to her left lead. She has the tactical speed to 
work out a pace-tracking, ground-saving trip. CAIRO STREET tracked a solid pace (23.86; 23.84) while three wide and in between, made a three-to-four 
wide bid on the second turn, then flattened out after hopping to her left lead. Faced three next-out winners, as well as Ashima, who then hit the board in 
her next three starts with an 81 turf Beyer top. Wonder if this distance is a bit sharp, but the barn went 4 for the last 15 (27%, $3.15 ROI) when moving from 
route to sprint. RIVER SEINE deserves a long look if able to escape the Also Eligible list. ITSAMONSTAMASH switches surfaces out of a dam that was 
multiple stakes-placed on turf. 

⟩⟩ RACE 2 
 

1. WICKEDDIVINE 2. BAND CAMP 3. UNCLE CAT 

WICKEDDIVINE put it all together with a career-best Beyer effort last month. Tracked three wide, went on a hard chase after the favored runner-up, then 
drew clear in the final furlong. There should be some pace for him to attack in this spot, but it would help him to get to the outside and be in the clear. 
BAND CAMP is extremely consistent when he's right, as evidenced by the fact he's hit the board in his last ten starts. Tried to rally over a speed-friendly 
Delaware track in his most recent appearance, a race that produced next-out 92 Beyer winner Rominski ($55,000 optional claimer at Laurel). Must deal 
with a 310-day layoff, but should get the right race flow. UNCLE CAT (wears goggles) chased a quick pace (22.00; 22.93), rushed to make a short lead in 
the stretch, and held strong for second behind a late kicker that received an excellent setup. Tactical enough to work out a solid stalking trip. BLUE 
KINGDOM received a strong confidence boost when taking advantage of a class drop and a speed-friendly track to score at 1-10 odds. Versatile from a 
running style and distance perspective, he might take back in the early stages here. 
  
⟩⟩ RACE 3 
 

1. LIMO 2. MASTER SOMMELIER 3. MUNNY PROBLEM 

LIMO hasn't raced on turf since last fall at Aqueduct. He was hustled out of there to set the pace in a race where the top-three finishers were sixth, tenth, 
and seventh at the first call. That heat produced two next-out winners (the winner hit the board in his next two starts with an 82 Beyer top). Purchased for 
$95,000 in February, he'll return to turf for the first time since being gelded, and should be forwardly placed from the inside draw. MASTER SOMMELIER 
might be racing himself back into shape for this, his third start following a whopping 516-day layoff. He stayed close to a pretty decent pace going nine 



furlongs at Keeneland last time out in a race that was won by a deep closer. Like the top pick, he shouldn't be too far away when the real racing begins. 
MUNNY PROBLEM ran better than it looks in his debut at Gulfstream, as he was off slow, stalked three wide for most of the way, swung five wide into the 
stretch, and finished evenly. Took a nice step forward last time out, and might focus a bit better with new blinkers for a barn that went 4 for the last 14 
(29%, $2.62 ROI) with third-out maidens. SCANNER is a half-brother to stakes-winning dirt sprinter Lucky Folie (won debut; 85 dirt Beyer) out of stakes-
winning turf router Lucky Copy (98 turf Beyer). OCEAN SOUND ($37,000 RNA yearling; $42,000 RNA May juvenile) is out of multiple stakes-placed turf 
router Sailingintothewind (81 turf Beyer). 
  
⟩⟩ RACE 4 
 

1. STRIKER HAS DIAL 2. PASSAGE EAST 3. MODO 

STRIKER HAS DIAL might have been aided by a speed-friendly Delaware track when wiring three others in the Endine Stakes last fall. Set the pace inside 
the 5-2 runner-up, came off the rail in the stretch, and held firm late. She was second in this race last year, but one wonders whether she would have 
benefited from a prep run, given her 231-day layoff. Figures close to the pace for a barn that went 5 for the last 14 (36%, $3.63 ROI) with last-out winners 
returning from layoffs between 180 and 365 days. PASSAGE EAST wasn't away the best at Colonial, then settled at the back behind moderate fractions. 
Swung four wide into the stretch and finished evenly on the outside. Never off the board from 15 starts, she kicks late for a barn that went 5 for the last 14 
(36%, $3.84 ROI) when moving route to sprint in the first after 61 to 120 day layoffs. MODO is very swift from the gate and looks like the main speed. 
Cleared off to set an uncontested pace at Lone Star, opened up through a fast second quarter in 21.93, and kept on trucking. Big step up in class for a 
barn that went 6 for 15 (40%, $3.18 ROI) between 4/23 and 5/13 with dirt performers. 

⟩⟩ RACE 5 
 

1. SERENITY SONG 2. I LOVE GIRAFFES 3. NICK’S NOTION 

Wish there was a bit more turf in the pedigree, but SERENITY SONG's dam did win at one mile on grass, and the distance shouldn't be an issue (the dam 
is a half-sister to Grade 1-winning dirt router Maracuja). The Vekoma - Malibu Moon breeding "nick" produced multiple stakes-placed turf router 
Lastabitlonger (83 turf Beyer). This barn went 4 for the last 13 (31%, $5.08 ROI) with last-out maiden winners moving from dirt to turf. I LOVE GIRAFFES 
saved ground in midpack in her debut, altered course up the fence in upper stretch, and gamely drove home in her debut. Might have been in too tough 
against odds-on Lennilu last time, a race that produced Viable Asset (next-out 78 Beyer winner of $35,000 starter allowance). There's some distance in 
this pedigree, and she can give a late bid. NICK'S NOTION did some nice things in her first start following a 310-day layoff. Raced midpack while in 
between rivals, swung outside, and kicked down the leader in the final sixteenth. She should get some pace to attack as she steps up in class for a barn 
that has four winners this month. Stablemate BUZZAWAY finished behind two next-out winners in her final start last year, and boasts a strong late finish. 
DON'T FOOL WITH ME likely gained fitness when wired in an open allowance in her first start of the season. SO DARN PRETTY should show fresh stretch-
out speed. Finished behind Sporting Lady last time, and that one hit the board in her next four starts with Beyers ranging from 80-83. 

 

 



 

⟩⟩ RACE 6 
 

1. FALCON JET 2. FINAL STORY 3. MINORINCONVENIENCE 

FALCON JET must show continued improvement if he is to upset the Sir Barton, as he steps up in class and distance after a facile odds-on maiden win. 
Bumped lightly at the break, he let the speed go and tracked from the pocket. Went on the attack through a solid second quarter in 23.39, and burst clear 
late. By Triple Crown winner Justify out of a dam that was a stakes-winner going two turns, he should show early speed for a barn that went 5 for the last 
11 (45%, $2.18 ROI) with last-out winners moving from sprints to dirt routes. FINAL STORY controlled a slow pace over a speed-friendly track in a 
Keeneland race where they ran 1-2-3 around the track. His dam won at this distance, and he is another that can get close to the pace for a barn that went 
19 for the last 56 (34%, $2.71 ROI) with last-out maiden winners attempting a route for the first time. MINORINCONVENIENCE tried hard for second in 
his seasonal debut against New York breds, then was overmatched in the Grade 2 Wood Memorial. Finished behind Ocelli in the latter race, and that one 
ran third in the Kentucky Derby with a 94 Beyer. LET'S GO LANDO was wired by Preakness entrant Taj Mahal over a speed-friendly track in the Federico 
Tesio. REAGAN'S HONOR is a logical contender dropping out of the Grade 1 Blue Grass. Finished ahead of Moonstrocity in that race, and that one then 
won a Gulfstream maiden special with a 69 Beyer. 
 
⟩⟩ RACE 7 
 

1. OBLITERATION 2. IGNITER 3. FULMINE 

OBLITERATION gave an excellent effort when second in the Saudi Derby. Set a pressured pace from the rail, then re-rallied along the fence for second. 
The fourth-finisher returned to win the Group 2 UAE Derby. This seems like a nice spot for his return from the Middle East. IGNITER pressed the favored 
last-finisher's pace through reasonable fractions, then drove home in the Jimmy Winkfield at Aqueduct. The runner-up then placed in the Bay Shore with 
an 87 Beyer. He's won his last three starts around one turn. FULMINE was no match for odds-on Solitude Dude in the Bay Shore. Not sure if being a closer 
in that short field was an advantage, and he can get the right race flow here. BUDS NOTION has speed, but might have taken advantage of a speed-
friendly track when wiring first-level allowance foes. The fifth-finisher then placed in a similar spot with an 85 Beyer. 

⟩⟩ RACE 8 
 

1. FASTER GATOR 2. CELTIC CONTENDER 3. BRING THE SMOKE 

FASTER GATOR finished off 2025 with a flourish, as he captured the $300,000 Steel Valley Sprint. Tracked three wide, burst to the lead from the outside 
on the turn, and stayed strong on the rail. He's versatile enough to contend from the lead or from stalking range. CELTIC CONTENDER showed no rust 
when returning from a 245-day layoff. Got away with an easy opening quarter with the favored runner-up and was too good for that group. Ideally placed 
on the outside with the tactical speed to sit a tracking trip while clear of traffic. BRING THE SMOKE gave it his all when second to an odds-on winner at 
Keeneland. Shouldn't be too far off the pace for a barn that went 5 for the last 15 (33%, $4.69 ROI) with dirt horses removing blinkers. SLAM NOTION was 
wired in a slow-paced edition of the General George. Faced three next-out winners that day, with Point Dume grabbing the Grade 2 Carter with a 101 
Beyer. Might receive a more favorable pace scenario here. 



⟩⟩ RACE 9 

1. ZIHNAL 2. ATTFIELD 3. PROTON 

ZIHNAL switches surfaces with a big turf pedigree. His dam was a Grade 2-winning turf router, the second dam was a stakes-winning turf router (94 turf 
Beyer), and the third dam was a Group 1 turf winner in France. Breezed inside 3-year-old Sharons Pharoah (82 turf Beyer) at Keeneland on 5/9, and 
finished a neck ahead for a barn that went 13 for the last 43 (30%, $2.62 ROI) with experienced horses trying turf for the first time. ATTFIELD might be 
racing himself back into shape for this, his third start of the form cycle. A stakes-winner at two for a barn that went 7 for the last 33 (21%, $2.26 ROI) in the 
third start after 61-120 day layoffs. PROTON worked out a decent trip against a strong field at Keeneland, as the winner returned to place in Churchill's 
Grade 2 American Turf with a 94 Beyer. A stakes-winner over course and distance, he should be forwardly placed. Seemed a bit awkward with his lead 
changes when breezing outside 4-year-old filly Warming (82 synthetic Beyer) on 5/8. JESSICA'S EYES is eligible to show speed after facing older horses 
sprinting. 
 

 

⟩⟩ RACE 10 

1. HARROW 2. CRUISE THE NILE 3. FORT WASHINGTON 

HARROW might actually want a bit more distance, but he should appreciate getting back out to nine furlongs after a couple of one-mile heats at 
Gulfstream. Late-runner has some competitive back Beyers for a barn that went 12 for 43 (28%, $2.32 ROI) between 4/26 and 5/10. CRUISE THE NILE 
looks like the "now" horse as he seeks his fifth consecutive victory. Stalked three wide and in between last time, made a three-to-four wide bid on the 
second bend, then ran down the leader despite swapping leads a couple of times. He can get closer to the pace here after breezing an easy solo five-
eighths at Fair Hill on 5/9. FORT WASHINGTON won this race last year, and exits a good edition of the Canadian Turf. The runner-up of the latter then 
placed in the Grade 3 Fort Marcy with a 98 Beyer. He boasts a solid late kick. DRESDEN ROW pushed the runner-up's easy pace before drawing clear at 
Keeneland. His early speed plays well in this spot. 
 

 

⟩⟩ RACE 11 

1. AWESOME CZECH 2. CHILD OF THE MOON 3. MAHRA’S LOVE 

AWESOME CZECH's best asset is her tactical speed, and that has allowed her to work out good trips in races like last year's Ticonderoga and Cardinal 
Stakes. Ran pretty well in her lone start this year over Gulfstream's Tapeta. Tracked three-to-four wide throughout, then finished evenly outside. Think 
she's more effective on turf, and can sit an outside stalking trip here. CHILD OF THE MOON has performed pretty well since returning from a lengthy 
layoff earlier this year. Disappointed a bit as the favorite last time out, but she has a decent late kick, and would benefit if the pace is faster than 
expected. This barn went 7 for the last 17 (41%, $2.77 ROI) when switching off Lasix. MAHRA'S LOVE was wired in the Dahlia. Saved ground in midpack 
after a half-mile, made a three-wide bid into the stretch, then just missed after switching back to her left lead. CHEETAH LADY raced in good form before 
going to the bench. She needs pace and race luck. 

 

 



⟩⟩ RACE 12 
 

1. OUTLAW KID 2. CHASING LIBERTY 3. ISIVUNGUVUNGU 

OUTLAW KID received a beautiful trip and ride when grabbing the King T. Leatherbury over this course and distance. Saved ground in midpack behind a 
quick pace, eased around a tiring pacesetter, angled back to the fence, and rallied nicely. Beat six of these that afternoon, and has the tactical speed to 
adapt to any race flow. CHASING LIBERTY made a strong late bid that just missed the top pick, and one might argue that the result would have been 
different if the trips were reversed. That was his first start following a long layoff, and he still has upside potential. ISIVUNGUVUNGU has back class and 
returns from a 280-day break for one of the best layoff trainers in the game. Breezed a comfortable solo five-eighths at Fair Hill on 5/8. JEAN VALJEAN is 
very quick from the gate and should be prominent when they turn into the long stretch. CARD TRICK pushed a quick pace in his final start last year. The 
runner-up then grabbed a first-level allowance at Gulfstream with an 86 Beyer. Might want a bit more distance, but returns as a new gelding, and takes 
advantage of a quick pace. 

⟩⟩ RACE 13 
 

1. INCREDIBOLT 2. OCELLI 3. TAJ MAHAL 

All things considered, INCREDIBOLT had a pretty clean trip in the Kentucky Derby. He was bumped lightly at the start, but settled in midpack behind that 
quick pace. Split rivals two, then three wide, altered course to the outside for a clear seam and bumped with Renegade, then was outfinished while 
staying on and passing a few tired foes. He'll likely get some pace to attack in this year's Preakness, and should be running in the stretch. OCELLI is still a 
maiden, but he deserves strong consideration this afternoon after an excellent Derby performance. After being pinched back at the start, he angled inside 
to avoid losing too much early ground, uncorked a bold outside bid to blow past Incredibolt on the turn, swung six wide into the stretch, and stayed on 
gamely. Likely sits back and makes one run from the back. TAJ MAHAL, unbeaten from three starts, set a fast pace over a speed-friendly track when 
blitzing them in the Federico Tesio Stakes over this course. Don't think he needs the lead to win, and he should be close up when they hit the backstretch. 
NAPOLEON SOLO is very quick from the gate, as evidenced by the swift fractions he set in the Wood Memorial. Might be set for his best in his third start 
this year, but must avoid another blazing early pace. 

⟩⟩ RACE 14 
 

1. GRANT THE GREAT                                 2. LOVE YOURSELF                       3. BRUNO                                                                                                                              2. XXXX 

In his career debut, GRANT THE GREAT dueled with the favored third-finisher and the 9-2 sixth-finisher through quick fractions of 22.05 and 22.09 
seconds. The runner-up then graduated at Keeneland with a 91 Beyer, and is entered in today's Chick Lang. Might not have to work as hard to make the 
lead here for a barn that went 8 for the last 28 (29%, $2.08 ROI) with dirt horses in the first after a trainer switch. LOVE YOURSELF saved ground in 
midpack, split rivals on the turn under urging, altered course to the outside, and rallied well for second. This seems like a slight class hike. BRUNO, listed 
as a Laurel vet scratch on 4/18, made a nice impression in his debut. Broke slow, rushed up to battle outside the 5-1 last-finisher, made the lead in the 
stretch, and was kicked down by the favorite. His pace rival returned to graduate for the Maryland-bred waiver with a 74 Beyer. FUNKY SEE FUNKY DO 
would benefit from a lively pace. The fourth-finisher from his last start then graduated for a quarter on Gulfstream's Tapeta with a 59 Beyer. IRISH 
NUNSENSE is a half-brother to multiple stakes-placed turf router Speed Gracer (85 turf Beyer) and multiple stakes-placed turf performer Point of Grace 



(68 turf Beyer). MISTER MONDAY NITE ($23,000 weanling; $75,000 yearling) is a half to Grade 1-placed dirt miler Brucia La Terra (75 dirt Beyer; won 
debut). 

 
 

TODAY’S HOT TRAINER STATS 

RACE 1 
# 3 - Cairo Street 
Trainer: Lacey Gaudet  
Route to Sprint: 4 for 15 (27%, $3.15 ROI) 
 
RACE 3 
#6 - Munny Problem 
Trainer: Michael Trombetta 
Maidens, Third Start: 4 for 14 (29%, $2.62 
ROI) 
 
RACE 4 
#1 - Striker Has Dial 
Trainer: Horacio De Paz 
Last-Out Winners After 180-365 Days: 5 of 14 
(36%, $3.63 ROI) 
 
#2 - Passage East 
Trainer: Hugh McMahon 
Route to Sprint, First After 61 to 120 Days: 5 
for 14 (36%, $3.84 ROI) 
 
#7 - Modo 
Trainer: Kinnon LaRose 
Dirt, Between 4/23 and 5/13: 6 of 15 (40%, 
$3.18 ROI) 
 

RACE 5 
#5 - Serenity Song 
Trainer: Brittany Russell 
Last-Out Maiden Winner, Dirt to Turf: 4 for 13 
(31%, $5.08 ROI) 
 
RACE 6 
#4 - Final Story 
Trainer: Brad Cox 
Last-Out Maiden Winner, First Route: 19 for 
56 (34%, $2.71 ROI) 
 
#5 - Falcon Jet 
Trainer: Brittany Russell 
Last-Out Winners, Sprints to Dirt Routes: 5 of 
11 (45%, $2.18 ROS) 
 
RACE 8 
#1 - Bring the Smoke 
Trainer: Whit Beckman 
Blinkers Off, Dirt: 5 for 15 (33%, $4.69 ROI) 
 
RACE 9 
#3 - Zihnal 
Trainer: Jonathan Thomas 
Experienced Horses, First Turf: 13 for 43 
(30%, $2.62 ROI) 

RACE 9 
#4 - Attfield 
Trainer: Thomas Morley 
Third Start, After 61-120 Days: 7 of 33 (21%, 
$2.26 ROI) 
 
RACE 10 
#7 - Harrow 
Trainer: Saffie Joseph, Jr. 
Between 4/26 and 5/10: 12 for 43 (28%, $2.32 
ROI) 
 
RACE 11 
#7 - Child of the Moon 
Trainer: Chad Brown 
Lasix Off: 7 for 17 (41%, $2.77 ROI) 
 
RACE 14 
#6 - Grant The Great 
Trainer: Kelly Breen 
First After Trainer Switch, Dirt: 8 of 28 (29% 
$2.08 ROI) 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

KALI’S KEYS – by Kali Francois  

 
Exacta Keys 
 
Race 2: #5 Suremeanttoobe  -  12/1 
I’ll get right too it: Sacred Thunder (who was coming first off the layoff for Gary Capuano, by the way - always a hot stat) and Radical Right - two horses 
that I think will end up having a pretty serious summer. Now, while this last trip wasn’t ideally what we wanted for him, that’s kind of what I like about it! It 
was a tight 1-2-3 finish. He’s used to the getting the front end for the most part, especially when he draws an inside post. This last time, he didn’t 
necessarily get the top jump early on: he was in-between horses and Mychel Sanchez made the right move in REALLY taking him back…and then had to 
regroup and really start chasing, which is usually not in his repertoire. Tipping out, and grinding his way to the wire, he nearly had it, but Sacred Thunder to 
the inside got him. Sacred Thunder was about 3 wide of him with a horse in-between, so Suremeantoobe never got a chance to properly engage, and it 
was lucky timing for the winner.  
 
Race 5: #7 Mambo Queen  -  5/1 
Just reminding you that you’re potentially getting a Russell squared on the turf at a potential price. First off the layoff was an interesting one, as this was 
the lengthiest we’ve seen her off the pace. Was second to stablemate Coach Mazzula, who won yesterday’s Hilltop. Nothing nefarious happened coming 
out of the gate or in the jumps later on, Sheldon just let her really relax into it. I mean, really relax. Since we’re used to her winning while being a bit more 
forward, I have feeling Shel will put her exactly where she needs to be.   
 
 

TRIPS AND TIPS – by Will Humphrey, In The Money Media 

Trip Notes - Recent performances that deserve an asterisk. All others: trust the past-performances.   
 

Race 1: OC 40k/C Allowance, 3YO+ (F), 5 ½ Furlongs, Turf 

Horse Race Trip Notes 
#9 PRECIOUS 
AVERY 

Pinot Grigio 
Stakes, MTH, 
5F, Firm Turf, 
10/11/25 – 2nd  

Settled well off the modest pace between foes in mid-pack, 
2W racing into the turn; steadily advanced when nudged 
along turn; angled out 4W upper stretch, then straightened 
for the drive ~4L off the lead before rallying nicely into 2nd.  

Her last turf sprint start; this effort is deserving of a small UPGRADE 
because the modest pace in this race held very well over the speedy 
Monmouth turf and she was the only runner to do any running from the 
back; a flat 5F looked a little sharp too, 5 1/2F today should be more to her 
liking; player if ready off the bench.  

Other notes: 

- #1 SALLY’S GOLD ran with credit to finish 4th last out after pressing fast, closer-friendly fractions throughout. If rationing out her speed a little more efficiently today and/or 
stripping fitter in her second start off the bench, she may well improve on that run.  

- Prior to her very nice effort in defeat over today’s C&D last month, it was noted in these lines that #7 EPIC STYLE’s only other turf sprint try this year (FG, 02/06/26) is deserving 
of a notable upgrade as she closed into a slow pace from last to finish 1 3/4L 4th. Big player right back today.  



 
Race 2: OC 40k/N2X Allowance, 3YO+, 6 Furlongs, Dirt 

Horse Race Trip Notes 
#4 FREEZE THE 
FIRE 

Starter 
Allowance, KEE, 
6F, Fast Dirt, 
04/24/26 – 5th  

Bumped hard and pinched for multiple strides leaving the 
gate, away slowly; chased the even pace from ~9L back into 
the lane, then finished with credit but had far too much to do.  

Probably best to be somewhat forgiving of this defeat because speed held 
very well (1st, 2nd, 3rd place finishers ran 1-2-3 throughout) which, after a 
troubled start left him far back early, seemingly put him at a disadvantage. 
He galloped out nicely towards the head of the field and with a cleaner 
break could well get back on track today.  

#7 BAND CAMP Starter 
Allowance, DEL, 
6F, Good Dirt, 
07/10/25 – 3rd 

Chased modest pace between foes 2W into the turn; briefly 
paused ~3/8 pole and dropped back; switched out into the 
4P ~1/4 and came widest into the lane when 6L off the lead; 
then finished strongly but had too much to do.  

Running at a new track, he simply didn’t receive an adequate setup to suit 
his running style in this race (best closing into fast paces) that saw speed 
hold well; he lost ground coming wide into the lane and actually did well to 
make up almost 5L through the stretch. Provided he’s ready off the bench, 
with today’s pace forecast to be hot, he should be seen to better effect.   

#11 MAGIC 
MULE 

Allowance, LRL, 
6F, Fast Dirt, 
04/11/26 – 4th  

Hopped start and rider lost iron; dropped ~14L off the even 
pace in a detached last while wide as the rider tried to 
regather herself; fixed the iron ~9/16, then made a creditable 
and sustained run along the rail to somehow pick up 4th 

He massively outran his 90/1 odds by closing into the even pace for 4th 
despite a complete disaster occurring at the start; while he’ll still need to 
find a ton more to threaten today, we have to applaud this effort and mark 
it up slightly.  

Other notes:   

- #8 DEPOSITION had a slightly troubled trip at Parx last out, steadying into the bend and then racing very wide on the turn; while a cleaner trip would have seen him to better 
effect, he didn’t really do enough running late over the closer friendly track to suggest he’d have landed any sort of blow and he’ll need more today.  

- #9 UNCLE CAT moved too soon into the blistering pace (22.00, 44.93) last out: he took an early shot at the dueling leaders (who were always going to stop) on the run to the ¼ 
pole, edged past them and took the lead in deep stretch, but then tired late on and was caught by a foe who was positioned just 1L behind him at 1st call but delayed their run. 
A better-timed ride probably sees him win that race (and improve his fig). Note: he failed to switch leads in the lane.  

 
Race 3: MSW, 3-6YO, 1 Mile, Turf 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#6 MUNNY 
PROBLEM 

MSW, LRL, 1 
1/16M, Firm Turf, 
04/12/26 – 2nd  

Pinched and taken up start, away slowly in last; chased even pace from ~7L 
back into back stretch; tipped outside 5/8 and steadily crept closer under a 
hold racing into far turn; made a smooth 4W move far turn before getting 
pushed out into the 5P upper stretch by the eventual winner, then stayed on 
well to the wire.  

While this mightn’t have been the strongest MSW, with 
the rails at 87 feet the other closers struggled to get 
involved in this evenly paced race; he did well to finish a 
close 2nd after enduring a rough beginning and then racing 
wide on the far turn; willing to give this a small UPGRADE 
and expecting improvement with blinkers added today.  

#7 PENDAR MSW, LRL, 5 1/2F, 
Firm Turf, 
11/08/25 – 7th  

Chased pace inside to ½, then steadied hard approaching the turn as a foe 
came across him, denting his momentum and knocking him back a few 
lengths; regrouped and continued pursuit into turn but lacked room ~5/16 
and had to wait a little until straightened for the drive; from there he 
continued staying on with credit but was again denied a clear path, 
preventing him from properly leveling off (rider used only hands and heels); he 
was then hardly persevered with when clearly not going to find room ~1/16.   

His last start on grass. A fairly woeful trip, he should be 
capable of improving significantly on this try stretching 
out in distance today (lack of sprint speed and pedigree 
points to two turns being his game).  

Other notes:   

- #8 ZENCAT had to steady slightly ~1/4 pole when finishing behind #6 MUNNY PROBLEM last time and after racing a little wide on the turn too, probably should have finished 
4th. However, he only had to steady because he was being out-sprinted for the 3W racing line, his momentum wasn’t hurt that badly, and he didn’t quite do enough running on 
late (just ran evenly) to award an upgrade. Even with a clean trip he’ll need more to reverse for with #6 today.  



- Exiting the same race as above, #11 CHATBOT had to steady a little entering the first turn when last seen but we cannot use that as an excuse for his underwhelming effort. 
He’ll need much more today.  

 
Race 4: The Skipat Stakes, 3YO+ (F), 6 Furlongs, Dirt 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#2 PASSAGE 
EAST 

Sandy Bottom 
Stakes, CNL, 1M, 
Fast Dirt, 03/14/26 
– 3rd  

Slight hop start, away slowly in last; chased 
modest pace under patient handling from ~5-6L 
back into the turn; tipped outside ~1/2 and crept 
closer to the lead but remained in last; came 4W 
into the lane, then made a bid racing to the 1/8 
pole before flattening out late.  

A small UPGRADE/pass can be given to her for this effort because the track was so 
fast and speedy at Colonial this day that she was instantly put at a disadvantage 
when breaking sluggishly. After racing widest on the turn, she then did some nice 
work to close into the quickening pace racing to the 1/8 pole, but her rivals had 
saved more than her and over a trip that might just stretch her, she 
understandably flattened out late. Although this was still a solid try, one has to 
assume she can offer more again.  

#5 SPORTING 
LADY 

Allowance, AQU, 
6F, Firm Turf, 
04/19/26 – 2nd  

Was slightly slow into stride from the rail post and 
last early behind the slow pace; angled out into the 
3P and began to advance slightly rounding the 
turn; turned for home ~1.5L down, then stayed on 
well to the wire and got to within a length of the 
leader but did not have enough to score.  

Not sure how relevant this turf try is to today’s dirt sprint, but her effort is still 
worthy of a tiny upgrade as she closed from last while widest into the slow pace 
that helped the always prominent winner. You can argue that she was best in this 
race and she’s seemingly coming into this race a fraction better than the PPs 
suggest.  

Other notes: 

- It seemed as though #3 KAPPA KAPPA just simply failed to stay 1 1/8 miles when last seen in the G3 Comely; if ready off the bench, it wouldn’t surprise to see her bounce back 
returning to 6F today.  

- Not denying that #7 MODO has been way the best in her last two starts and has to be respected today, but it does have to be noted that there were speed biases present on 
both occasions, last time more so than at Sam Houston two-back. Lasix off today.  

 
Race 5: N1X Allowance, 3YO+ (F), 1 Mile, Turf 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#7 MAMBO 
QUEEN 

Allowance, 
LRL, 1 1/16M, 
Firm Turf, 
04/18/26 – 2nd 

Unhurried from inside post; trailed the pace under patient handling from 
almost 15L back heading into the far turn; switched out 3W and took 
slightly closer order far turn yet remained under a hold; angled out 6W off 
the turn, then finally had the reins shaken at her when straightening for the 
drive ~11L off the leader; from there she flew home down the center and 
somehow got 2nd but had way too much to do to catch the winner.  

In a race where the pace did not collapse (winner was 
positioned 2nd, never worse than 1.5L off the lead throughout), 
she was ridden with way, way too much confidence and after 
swinging wide off the turn, did unbelievably well to get 2nd. 
UPGRADE this effort.  

#10 BUZZAWAY Starter 
Allowance, 
LRL, 1M, Firm 
Turf, 11/15/25 – 
3rd  

Chased modest pace under patient handling from ~10L back in rear while 
riding the rail to ~3/8 pole; angled off the inside while beginning to build 
steam on the run to the top of the lane; came 6W into the stretch, 
straightened for the drive still ~8L off the lead, then rallied well for 3rd.  

With the rails set at 35 feet, after a 49.85 half, hardly anyone 
except her got into this race from rear and speed held well (14/1 
pace setter finished a close 5th, top two finishers raced in 2nd 
and 3rd respectively to the ¼ pole). Therefore, after overcoming 
a wide move off the turn and lack of setup to get 3rd, we can 
UPGRADE this effort. Makes debut for Bailes off layoff today.   

#14 LOVELY 
LOOKIN LILLI 

Maiden 
Claiming 35k, 
LRL, 1M, Firm 
Turf, 04/25/26 – 
1st  

Patiently handled leaving gate; chased even pace from ~8L back in the 4P 
racing to the ½; crept a little closer approaching far turn, then made 
smooth progress while circling the field 5-6W far turn; straightened for the 
drive ~5L back, then inhaled her foes with a middle of the track kick to win 
going away.   

She won this race fair and square despite losing significant 
ground racing wide on both turns – UPGRADE.  



Other notes:  

- #1 NICK’S NOTION was fairly impressive winning off the layoff last out as he closed into the even/modest pace to win snugly. She took a little while to level off in the stretch 
but then really powered through the final 100Y and won going away before galloping out nicely with her ears pricked. Strongly suspect there’s more to come from her.  

- Switched to the turf for her return off the layoff last time, #2 DON’T FOOL WITH ME ran and galloped out (in front) in a manner to suggest she’ll be more effective at today’s 
mile distance.   

- While the chart comment correctly highlights how #3 I LOVE GIRAFFES was bothered at the break sprinting 5F on the turf at Gulfstream last time, she then didn’t do enough 
running for us to use that as an excuse, and she now has things to prove trying two turns for the first time.   

- There’s no denying that #4 SASSARI was much the best when breaking her maiden on debut at odds of 3/5 last time and shaped like a nice horse, but it does have to be noted 
that with the rails out, she got away with a very soft lead that will have aided her and she’ll now have to likely deal with different circumstances today.  

- Prior to winning well at short odds last time, #5 SERENITY SONG had run a massively upgradable race on debut, closing into a slow pace while wide after a troubled start. 
Makes turf and route debut today.  

- #6 SYNERGISM lost more ground than the neck margin she was beaten by when caught 4W on the turn last out – it’s easy to argue she was best in there and is deserving of a 
very small upgrade. Note: the bump she took ~1/8 pole was relatively insignificant.  

- Although #9 TIDEOFTIME was slightly bothered at the break last out, it wasn’t nearly significant enough to explain quite why she ran so far below par, and she now has things 
to prove switching into Matz’ care.   

- It was very surprising to see #13 CHILLY GIRL ridden so patiently on turf debut last out given she’d set the pace going 6F on the dirt the time prior. She was ultimately given too 
much to do but ran well regardless to snatch 3rd. Expecting her to move forward with more positive tactics today.  

 
Race 6: The Sir Barton Stakes ®, 3YO, 1 1/16 Miles, Dirt 

Horse Race Trip  Note 
#2 BIG CUDDLE Allowance, 

LRL, 5 1/2F, 
Fast Dirt, 
04/18/26 – 2nd  

Broke slow; chased even pace from ~6L back into turn; 
dropped back a little under a ride far turn; entered stretch 
~7L+ back in 5th, fully extended and seemingly with little 
chance but then rallied very nicely late for 2nd before 
galloping out well.  

Off the layoff, he somehow managed to grab 2nd from an impossible position 
while racing against a SPEED BIAS – UPGRADE. He looked a little green/rusty 
off the layoff in this race and should be seen to better effect with that return 
effort behind him on a fairer track today. Running style offers hope he’ll 
handle the new distance.  

Other notes:   

- Not sure that #1 MINORINCONVENIENCE was overly happy racing in behind kickback (the first time he’d done so) in the Wood Memorial last time; if so, the rail draw today 
might not be ideal.   

- There was a speed bias present when #3 LET’S GO LANDO finished 3rd courtesy of a forward trip in the Frederico Tesio Stakes last time – best place an asterisk by that effort.  

- Not denying that #4 FINAL STORY was much the best when breaking his maiden at short odds at Keeneland last out, but it does have to be noted that he got away with setting 
very comfortable fractions in front and the track was favoring speed; the top three finishers – including the 13/1 runner up and 7/1 third place finisher – ran 1-2-3 in that order 
throughout; might be best to place an asterisk by that effort.  

- Might have missed it, but couldn’t see any visible reason as to why #7 REAGAN’S HONOR ran below par in the Bluegrass last time – does he need the lead and/or lasix? 

 
Race 7: The Chick Lang Stakes, 3YO, 6 Furlongs, Dirt 

- Although good in victory, we should note that #3 BUD’S NOTION rode a speed bias on a largely uncontested lead with the bug weight off on his way to winning last time; things 
will likely be tougher today.  

- Prior to a very game 2nd in the Saudi Derby last time, #4 OBLITERATION had overcome a stumbling start and slightly wide trip to obliterate his competition in the Renaissance 
Stakes at Oaklawn. He was eased down late and seemingly won with a ton in hand. Player.  

- #6 SHANE’S WONDER won the four-runner restricted Wait For It Stakes at Parx last out under just a mild hand ride. Seems he has plenty more to offer.  

- #7 TOP MANIPULATOR managed to get the job done last out despite having been unruly and running off pre-race.   



 
Race 8: The Maryland Sprint Stakes (G3), 3YO+, 6 Furlongs, Dirt 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#3 FAUST Allowance, OP, 

6F, Fast Dirt, 
04/17/26 – 1st  

Pressed the hot pace 3-4W racing to 
upper stretch, then took over and 
kicked away through the lane under 
a fairly gentle ride, winning with 
plenty in hand.  

While accepting that he was the 2/5 fav and supposed to win this, it was still impressive to see 
him kicking away like he did after pressing the hot fractions (21.74, 44.84) which took a toll of the 
other speed horses and set up well for closers (1st and 2nd place runner at 1st call finished tailed 
off in last and second last; closers at odds of 11/1 and 21/1 came through to pick up 2nd and 3rd) – 
PACE UPGRADE. He won with plenty in hand and may be able to show more today.   

Other notes:  

- #1 BRING THE SMOKE was very headstrong and over-raced in the first half of his last run at Keeneland; taking the blinkers off looks a sensible move to help him settle better 
and could help him step forward today.  

 
Race 9: The James W. Murphy Stakes, 3YO, 1 Mile, Turf 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#1 MY FAVORITE 
BIRD 

English 
Channel 
Stakes, GP, 1M, 
Firm Turf, 
05/02/26 – 2nd  

Bumped hard both sides start; traveled well stalking the even pace on the rail in 3rd 
to the far turn, then continued to travel well while boxed on the rail racing to the 
top of the lane (when he really wanted to be getting out and rolling), slight check 
~5/16; waited inside until the field opened up in upper stretch, then made a bold 
attempt to run down the wire winner but that foe came out and across him ~1/8 
pole, forcing him to steady slightly and costing him any chance of success.  

A tough trip in which he steadied twice and was boxed 
in and forced to wait when he really needed to be 
building on the far turn. With the rails out, speed also 
held well inward race, with the 17/1 pace setter going 
all the way. His effort is deserving of an UPGRADE, and 
we can expect more with a cleaner trip today.   

#7 JESSICA’S 
EYES 

Allowance, 
LRL, 5 1/2F, 
Firm Turf, 
04/26/26 – 4th  

Stalked even pace on rail; waited on leader’s heels ¼, then cut the corner into the 
lane and tried to make an inside bid but immediately had the door shut in his face 
and his momentum halted; regrouped and then tried to advance again along the 
inside as a gap re-opened but it quickly closed again, forcing him to alter course 
slightly ~1/16; from there, he could only finish evenly for 4th.  

Not sure he was ever winning this race or how it 
translates to today’s mile test, but this was a troubled 
trip returning from the layoff and we can mark the effort 
up somewhat.  

Other notes:  

- None.  

 
Race 10: The Dinner Party Stakes (G3), 3YO+, 1 1/8 Miles, Turf 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#2 THUNDERING Allowance, TAM, 

1 1/8M, Firm Turf, 
04/11/26 – 2nd  

Slow break; settled ~4-5L off the modest/slow pace on rail to ½; 
waited while boxed in (rider visibly looking to get out and advance 
but couldn’t) racing into and around the far turn; finally found room 
and angled out ~5/16 before turning for home ~5L off the leader; 
then kicked nicely between horses for 2nd but had too much to do.  

A slower break than normal from him resulted in him being pace 
compromised in this modest/slow paced race, and he then found 
himself unable to advance when boxed in at a crucial stage (a time 
in which he needed to be moving forward). Run this race again and 
he probably obliges as the chalk – UPGRADE.   

Other notes:  

- #3 CRUISE THE NILE was more impressive in the Henry S. Clark Stakes last time than the winning margin suggests, making a 4-5W move on the turn (possible upgrade) before 
throwing down a 23.08 final ¼ mile time to catch two talented runners who had looked away and gone in upper stretch, despite not being hard ridden through the final 1/8. 
Don’t think we saw the best of him here and he’s a major player right back. 

- #4 FORT WASHINGTON raced widest into the stretch in the Canadian Stakes (G3) at Gulfstream last out, which possibly entitles him to an upgrade. However, he then did 
himself no favors by lugging in through the stretch which dented his forward momentum and cost him 2nd, and that was as much the reason for his off-the-board finish as the 
wide trip. Still, it was a solid effort, and he’s entitled to major respect today.  



- #6 DRESDEN ROW was impressive in victory when making his debut for Pletcher at Keeneland last time and he’s a deserving favorite here. It should be noted, however, that 
there was no speed signed on in that race, the opening ½ was slow, and nobody did any running from the back. He’ll likely have to overcome different circumstances this 
afternoon.  

- #7 HARROW has finished well in his last two races and should be benefitted by the extra 1/8 today. Note: he had little pace to run at in his two-back effort, and that run can be 
upgraded slightly.  

 
Race 11: The Gallorette Stakes (G3), 3YO+ (F), 1 1/16 Miles, Turf 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#8 AWESOME 
CZECH 

Handicap, GP, 1M 
70Y, Fast Synth, 
01/24/26 – 3rd  

Clean break from gate 9; stalked even 
pace 4W around the first turn to the ½; 
came under pressure when 5W far turn, 
then finished evenly through the lane.  

She sat a wide enough trip in this race – run over what is possibly her lesser preferred surface 
– to earn an UPGRADE. Provided she can save more ground today (which might not be easy 
drawn outside again), we can probably expect an improved showing from her (possibly 
reversing form with #4 WARMING who saved ground in this race). Returns from layoff.    

Other notes:  

- #1 MAHRA’S LOVE (IRE) had an excellent pace set up when last seen just missing in the Dahlia Stakes last out, closing into fractions of 23.19, 46.31, 1:09.95. In the same 
race, #2 RIBALTAGAIA did well to hold 3rd after sitting relatively close to the pace; her effort is deserving of a small PACE UPGRADE, and we might be able to expect 
improvement from her second back today.  

- #3 ACCENT (GB) didn’t quite do enough running late in the Plenty Of Grace Stakes last time to earn an upgrade (could only finish evenly and lost 3rd in the final 1/8); however, 
she did have to steady/check a little entering the first turn and she was also a little short of room between foes on the far turn, so it wasn’t a completely clean trip and with 
upside potential still intact, it wouldn’t be a surprise to see her move forward today.  

- #7 CHILD OF THE MOON (GB) was difficult to load and then popped the gate open before the start prior to running a sub-par race when last seen at Keeneland. Seemed like 
she was off color that day and we might be best off just drawing a faint line through that run.  

 
Race 12: The Jim McKay Turf Stakes, 3YO+, 5 ½ Furlongs, Turf 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#1 RUN CURTIS 
RUN 

Allowance, CD, 5 
1/2F, Firm Turf, 
04/26/26 – 2nd 

Was brushed leaving the gate, then tightened up 
between and forced to check shortly after; chased 
modest/slow pace from 7th on the rail to upper 
stretch, then gently angled out into the center, 
came under a strong ride ~1/8 pole and finished 
well for 2nd.  

He did well to finish 2nd after encountering trouble early and then finding 
himself pace compromised in this race that saw speed hold well (first four 
runners at 1st call finished 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th; he was the only horse that 
closed). UPGRADE this effort and expect more second off the layoff today.  

#10 OUTLAW KID King T. Leatherbury 
Stakes, LRL, 5 1/2F, 
Firm Turf, 04/18/26 – 
4th  

Traveled strongly stalking the hot pace inside to 
upper stretch, then switched out into the 3P and 
stayed on well between foes for 4th.  

A solid return effort off the layoff (at odds of 112/1!) that’s deserving of a small 
PACE UPGRADE; he was never more than 2L off the red-hot pace (22.08, 44.08) 
that ended up collapsing, and he was only passed by deep closers who’d taken 
advantage of the setup (did best of speed).  

Other notes:  

- Although the chart comment correctly highlights how #2 DETERMINED KINGDOM steadied slightly off heels early last out, we cannot use that as an excuse for his sub-par 
effort. He’ll need much more second off the bench today.  

- Although he didn’t sit a bad trip closing into a fast pace last time, #4 CHASING LIBERTY did lose more ground angling 6W off the turn than the neck he was beaten by #8 
OUTLAW KID, who scraped the paint and sat a good trip throughout. Second back today, it wouldn’t be surprising to see him reverse form with that foe. Respected.  

 
 



Race 13: The Preakness Stakes (G1), 3YO, 1 3/16 Miles, Dirt 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#1 TAJ MAHAL Frederico Tesio 

Stakes, LRL, 1 1/8M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/18/26 – 
1st  

Broke like a shot and cleared from post 10 on the short run into 
the first turn; dragged his rider (seemingly running off with him) 
into the back stretch and whizzed through a 47.80 ½ while 10L 
clear; had his lead dramatically reduced approaching and 
rounding the far turn; passed the 3/8 pole just over 1L in front, 
seemingly running on fumes, but then had the reins shaken at 
him and re broke, spurting away for a wide margin success.  

First thing to note is that there was a SPEED BIAS present this day. 
Still, the way he went about his business in this race - especially 
from the 3/8 pole home when he powered away from his rivals for 
the second time in the race (!) despite having exuded so much 
energy early - was impressive. Would like to think he’ll step forward 
for this two-turn debut, and although he might need to settle a little 
better against these foes today, he has to be respected. 

#2 OCELLI KY Derby (G1), CD, 1 
1/4M, Fast Dirt, 
05/02/26 – 3rd  

Bumped/crowded start; chased fast pace from rear 2W; 
advanced with a 5W move far turn; maintained run into the lane 
to briefly take the lead ~1/16 pole before he was caught by both 
Renegade and Golden Tempo late.  

A huge effort at 70/1 in which he overcame a rough start and wide 
move. He was undoubtedly aided by the fast pace, though. Note: his 
two-back effort – closing into a fast pace that collapsed over a 
closer-friendly track – might need downgrading.  

#3 CRUPPER  Bathhouse Row 
Stakes, OP, 1 1/8M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/18/26 – 
1st  

Bumped start; took strong hold and advanced to vie for the lead 
2W first turn; went on with it and set a comfortable, mildly 
pressured pace into far turn; dropped inside and edged away 
from nearest pursuers under hand urging 1/4, then came under a 
stronger ride upper stretch and held off closers stubbornly to the 
wire.  

All out to record this win after sitting a straightforward enough trip.  

#4 ROBUSTA KY Derby (G1), CD, 1 
1/4M, Fast Dirt, 
05/02/26 – 14th  

Bumped start; settled at rear of main body of the field while ~6W 
to far turn, then dropped back and failed to threaten late.  

Wide and overmatched.  

#5 TALKIN  Bluegrass Stakes 
(G1), KEE, 1 1/8M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/04/26 – 
3rd  

Away well from rail; stalked even pace under tight hold inside to 
far turn; dropped back as leading trio kicked away ~5/16; shifted 
out upper stretch, then ran on for a nonthreatening 3rd.  

No match for FURTHER ADO but a solid career best effort in defeat 
regardless. Willing.  

#6 CHIP 
HONCHO 

Louisiana Derby 
(G2), FG, 1 3/16M, 
Fast Dirt, 03/21/26 – 
5th  

Took strong hold tracking even pace in clear ~3W to far turn; 
made a brief bid to vie for command 3W far turn, then faded from 
upper stretch.  

Not helped by the fact that he was quite keen racing without cover 
while wide, he failed to see out the Preakness distance in this race.  

#7 THE HELL WE 
DID  

Lexington Stakes 
(G3), KEE, 1 1/16M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/11/26 – 
2nd  

Good break; traveled okay but did have to be nudged on slightly 
pressing the even pace in the 2P to the far turn; steadily crept 
closer making a bid 2W on the and drew level for the lead upper 
stretch; then stayed on well to the wire but was no match for the 
eventual winner.  

Perfectly good trip. Would it be harsh to accuse him of hanging a 
little? 

#8 BULL BY THE 
HORNS 

Rushaway Stakes, 
TP, 1 1/16M, Fast 
Synth, 03/21/26 – 1st  

Outpaced chasing honest pace from ~10L back in a detached 
last to the far turn; crept closer under hand urging to 5/16, then 
angled out into the 6P ¼ and came with an eye-catching rush 
around foes to draw level in upper stretch; dueled with runner up 
to 1/16, then edged away gamely.  

Overcame a wider than ideal trip to win nicely and looked like he’d 
get further. Biggest knock would be that the pace did fall apart a 
little (running order completely flipped from 2nd call to the wire).   

#9 IRON HONOR Wood Memorial 
(G2), AQU, 1 1/8M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/04/26 – 
7th  

Sharp from outside post; knocked around and briefly lost back 
end when entering first turn ~2L off the red-hot pace in the 5P; 
settled into a stalking position 4W and traveled strongly in this 
position; held position after coming under pressure in the 3-4P 

Sat close to a fast pace over a closer friendly racetrack while also 
much wider than ideal – possibly an UPGRADABLE effort and 
certainly not a bad first try at two turns. Note: he was quite keen 
early on in the Wood, so the removal of blinkers today makes sense 
and could help him finish stronger.  



far turn while closers began to advance, then continued battling 
hard through the lane but had too much to do.  

#10 NAPOLEON 
SOLO 

Wood Memorial 
(G2), AQU, 1 1/8M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/04/26 – 
5th  

Sent from rail; traveled well setting fast fractions inside to far 
turn; asked for effort and responded nicely when challenged 3/8; 
continued to just about hold the advantage into the lane, then 
faded grudgingly inside through the final 1/8, just losing 4th in the 
last jump.  

Beaten less than 3L after setting very fast, closer-friendly fractions 
(22.92, 47.30) over a closer-friendly racetrack – UPGRADE this effort.  

#11 CORONA DE 
ORO 

Lexington Stakes 
(G3), KEE, 1 1/16M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/11/26 – 
3rd  

Bumped start; sent forward from rail post and managed to get 
the lead entering the first turn, then set even, mildly pressured 
fractions to the far turn; responded well to rider when facing 
outside bid far turn, then made an early lead change to the right 
(incorrect) lead ~1/4 pole; turned for home about level for the 
lead, then faded grudgingly inside.   

A comfortable front running trip. Third best.  

#12 
INCREDIBOLT 

KY Derby (G1), CD, 1 
1/4M, Fast Dirt, 
05/02/26 – 6th  

Bumped start, then quickly angled down to the 2-3P and settled 
at the back of the main body of the field in 13th/14th ~8L off the 
fast pace; traveled well in this position to ~1/2, then began to 
move up through the field under hand urging in the 3-5P; turned 
for home ~5L off the lead, then angled to the center of the track 
in upper stretch, brushing with Renegade before that foe came 
across and bumped him while going past ~1/8 pole; from there 
he continued staying on for 6th.  

Not a 100% clean trip but not as bad a trip as some people made it 
out to be either; in fact, it wasn’t really a bad trip/setup for a fast-
paced Derby, the race being what it is. The bump he took at the 1/8 
pole did not catastrophically hinder his momentum and we should 
not upgrade his effort as a result of it. Still, it was a solid try in 
defeat and he does deserve credit for the fact that he raced closer 
to the pace that those who ran by him late. Clearly talented 
whichever way you look at it, he’ll demand respect right back today.  

#13 GREAT 
WHITE 

Bluegrass Stakes 
(G1), KEE, 1 1/8M, 
Fast Dirt, 04/04/26 – 
5th  

Sent forward to help set an even pace inside a foe to the far turn; 
came under pressure racing to the top of the lane as his co-pace 
setter and Further Ado began to edge away, then faded through 
the stretch.    

The runner who he shared the lead with for the majority of the 
contest (Creole Chrome) beat him by 8 1/4L at the wire.  

#14 PRETTY BOY 
MIAH 

Starter Allowance, 
AQU, 1M, Fast Dirt, 
04/25/26 – 1st  

Good break; angled inside early, then took back off leader and 
switched out 6 ½ before moving back up to press the leader 2W; 
traveled very well (best) going head to head with leader to the ¼ 
pole, then had the reins shaken at him upon straightening and 
drew clear nicely.  

Although today’s competition is tougher, you have to love how he 
went about his business in this race, traveling all over his rivals to 
upper stretch before waving them goodbye with relative ease. 
Gallop out was only so-so, however.  

 
Race 14: MSW, 3YO, 6 Furlongs, Dirt 

Horse Race Trip Note 
#1 FUNKY SEE 
FUNKY DO 

Maiden Claiming 35k, 
GP, 5F, Fast Synth, 
03/15/26 – 3rd  

Away slowly; chased pace while 4-5W in last to turn, then 
made smooth 4-5W move to take 3rd upon straightening; 
took a hard bump in upper stretch, recovered, then stayed 
on willingly to the wire.   

A small UPGRADE can be given to his effort here owing to the wide move 
he made and the bump he took in upper stretch. Returns to dirt and 
moves back into MSW ranks today. Note: the was a large speed bias at 
Aqueduct when he made his only start on the dirt.   

Other notes:  

- Making this debut at the tricky distance of 7F against largely more experienced foes, #6 GRANT THE GREAT was caught in a suicidal speed duel (22.05, 44.14) last time and 
actually did well to hang around for as long as he did before tiring. A respectable effort under the circumstances. Note: he was not hard ridden when beaten, exacerbating the 
margin of defeat.  

- There was a speed bias present at Laurel when #8 HOLY MOLY MITOLE finished 2nd at 44/1 on debut courtesy of a forward trip. While it was still a likable and game effort in 
defeat, we should place an asterisk beside it.  

 



Horses to Follow 
 
R8: CELTIC CONTENDER (9/2 ML) 
Now aged five, the three time stake winner CELTIC CONTENDER returned off the lay-off with a huge performance over today’s course and distance in March, taking his 
Laurel Park record to 6-3-3 from 14 starts with a dominant win over PETINGAS TWIN that earned him a career best 100 Beyer. The form of that race has been validated 
since with the runner-up coming back to win next out with a 90 Beyer which, coupled with a pair of blazing bullet drills since, point towards this guy simply having gotten 
better. Second back off the layoff today, Hammy Smith’s stable star has landed a plum draw in gate six with the main speed drawn to his inside, opening up tactical 
options for leading MD rider Forest Boyce in what is projected to be a frenetically run Maryland Sprint Stakes, and 9/2 seems a more than fair price.  
 
R10: CRUISE THE NILE (9/5 ML) 
CRUISE THE NILE has been mightily impressive in each of his last four starts, most recently overcoming a wide move and laying down a 23.08 final quarter mile to win 
the Henry S. Clark Stakes snugly. It doesn’t seem like the four-year-old son of CAIRO PRINCE has peaked yet and another big effort can be expected from him in today’s 
G3 Dinner Party Stakes.  
 
R12: RUN CURTIS RUN (4/1 ML) 
Multiple stakes winning sprinter RUN CURTIS RUN’s last two tries on turf - in the money finishes that have yielded Beyer of 94 and 93, respectively - are even better than 
they appear on paper owing to the fact that he had no pace to run at on either occasion. Now making his second start back off the layoff with the likes of JEAN VALJEN 
and FORE HARP present to ensure a better setup, there’s a strong chance he can up his game again in today’s Jim McKay Turf Sprint Stakes with a ground saving trip 
forecast from the rail.  
 
 
 

FUTURE HORSES TO WATCH 

   

BETTER WATCH IT (Breezed 4F - :49.60 at LRL on 5/8)  LYUDMILA (Breezed 4F - :49.80 at LRL on 5/10) 
Trainer: Madison Meyers  Trainer: Justin Nixon 
Last Race: Nov. 16, 1st race  Last Race: Nov. 21, 6th race 
Finish: 5th by 9  Finish: 1st by 6 
Sent off the favorite in a "non-two" starter allowance, he was bumped at the 
start and steadied in behind horses heading into the first turn. That left him 
saving ground in midpack behind a glacial opening quarter in 25.15. By the 
time he got a seam in the upper stretch, the runaway winner was long gone. 

 Gun Runner filly sold for a million dollars as a yearling, and was a professional debut 
winner. Pinched a bit at the start, recovered to track the pace outside, then ran by the 
odds-on favorite in the stretch.  

   
POWER GRID  SUJO (Breezed 4F - :48.20 at TAM on 2/22) 
Trainer: Jerry Robb  Trainer: Greg Sacco 
Last Race: Dec. 27, 8th race  Last Race: Jan. 16, 7th race 
Finish: 5th by 9 1/2  Finish: 4th by 4 ¾ lengths 
Appeared on the upswing, but threw in a puzzler in the Heft Stakes, where 
the pace situation was not to his liking. Forced to chase the gate to wire 
winner while 3 wide early, raced 4-5 wide leaving the 3/8 pole, then flat when 
asked. 

 First-time starter was pinballed from in between horses at the start, and dropped all 
the way back to last. Started to kick in at the eighth pole, angled to the fence, and just 
missed getting third on the wire with a nice gallop-out. 
 



MAXPOWER (Entered at Monmouth – TODAY, Race 1)  KISS THE RING (Breezed 4F - :50.00 at KEE on 4/19) 
Trainer: Panagiotis A. Synnefias  Trainer: Jesus Cruz 
Last Race: Nov. 29, Race 6  Last Race: March 20, Race 3 
Finish: 7th by 14 1/2  Finish: 4th by 6 1/2 
Outrun in the early stages of a $16,000 maiden claimer, this 2-year-old was 
three wide and in between horses on the turn, then finished deceptively well 
while being over in behind horses in the stretch. This is a sprint family, but he 
might move up with more distance. 

 Caught a pretty strong field for his second lifetime start, and was bumped shortly 
after the start after breaking slowly. Tracked outside, tried to advance in between 
rivals, but flattened out in the stretch. Might need a class dip into state-sired 
company, and has enough pedigree to appreciate more distance. 
 

BRUNO  (Entered at Laurel – TODAY, Race 14)  BALTIC (Breezed 5F - 1:02.00 at FAI on 5/8) 
Trainer: Daniel Eubanks  Trainer: Cal Lynch 
Last Race: March 20, Race 3  Last Race: April 17, Race 1 
Finish: 2nd by 1 1/4  Finish: 2nd by 3/4 
Independence Hall colt showed promising workouts prior to his debut, then 
hooked up in an early speed duel before succumbing to a late runner that 
benefited from the quick pace. Earned a respectable 69 Beyer Speed Figure, 
and will be tough right back against maiden special weight company. 
 

 Kantharos gelding ran well in turf debut when dropped into a $35,000 maiden claimer. 
Showed good early speed, opened a clear lead in the upper stretch, and was kicked 
down in the final furlong. He looks like he's found his niche sprinting on grass. 

CLEARLY SOPHIA   DISCO RULES 
Trainer: Michael Gorham  Trainer: Flint Stites 
Last Race: April 10, Race 6  Last Race: April 24, 9th race 
Finish: 3rd by 1 1/2  Finish: 3rd by 7 1/2 
Away from the gate with speed, then drafted back off the speed of eventual 
winner Erice. Chased willingly on the turn, and kept trying with a slight shift 
in mid-stretch. Should move forward in her second start of the year. 

 Raced in between horses for most of the way, was lightly bumped from his inside entering the 
turn and briefly raced on hold behind foes, angled three wide into the stretch, and churned on 
for a minor placing. Not sure he cared for the deep, sealed track that afternoon, and deserves 
another chance around two turns against allowance competition. 

   
LOVELIEST  MAGICAL MONDAYS 
Trainer: Eddie Kenneally  Trainer: Tim Woolley 
Last Race: April 17, Race 7  Last Race: May 3, 7th race 
Finish: 8th by 6 3/4  Finish: 3rd by 3 
Class drop might be in order after filly tired badly in a first-level allowance 
sprinting on the grass. She was bumped during the opening furlong while 
pressing the winner from the rail before giving way. She is quick from the 
gate, and that speed would play well at a lower class level. 

 Returning from an October layoff, this 4-year-old was wired in a slow-paced race 
controlled throughout by the two pacesetters. He was the only horse making up 
meaningful ground after racing wide through the second turn and into the stretch. 

   
ROCKER ROLLER (Breezed 4F - :51.00 at LRL on 5/15)   
Trainer: Brittany Russell   
Last Race: April 17, Race 3   
Finish: 3rd by 9 1/2   
City of Light filly wasn't away the best from the rail draw in her career debut, 
saved ground in midpack, then never threatened along the inside. Think she 
gained a good amount of experience from this effort, and she acts like she'll 
appreciate longer distances. 

  



   
   

JOCKEY CALLS 

At Laurel Park, jockeys can be named on more than one horse on the original overnight.   
 
 Race 7 - Mychel Sanchez:  #2 - Hollywood Import; #6 - Shane's Wonder >>> Sanchez rides SHANE'S WONDER 
 
 

 PAST TRACK TRENDS 

Jan. 9 – Fair  
Jan. 10 – Fair  
Jan. 16 – Fair 
Jan. 17 – Fair  
Jan. 23 – Fair 
Jan. 30 - (only 1 race) 
Feb. 4 – Fair 
Feb. 5 – Fair (speed lean) 
Feb. 6 – Fair 
Feb. 12 – CLOSERS BIAS 
Feb. 13 – Fair (slight speed lean) 
Feb. 14 – Fair 

Feb. 15 – Fair 
Feb. 20 – Fair 
Feb. 21 – Fair 
Feb. 22 – Fair 
Feb. 27– Fair 
Feb. 28 – Fair 
Mar. 1 – Fair 
Mar. 6 – Fair (slight outside lean) 
Mar. 7 – SPEED BIAS 
Mar. 8 – Fair 
Mar. 13 – SPEED BIAS (strong 
crosswind) 

Mar. 15 – Fair  
Mar. 20 – Fair 
Mar. 21– Fair (perhaps outside lean) 

Mar. 22 – Fair (perhaps outside lean) 
Mar. 27 – Fair 
Mar. 28 – Fair 
Mar. 29 – SPEED BIAS 
Apr. 3 – Fair  
Apr. 4 – Fair 
Apr. 10 – Fair 
Apr. 11– Fair 
Apr. 12 – Fair 

Apr. 17 – Fair 
Apr. 18 – SPEED BIAS 
Apr. 19 – Fair 
Apr. 24 – Fair 
Apr. 25 – SPEED BIAS 
Apr. 26  – Fair 
May 1 – SPEED BIAS 
May 2 – Fair 
May 3 – Fair 
May 8 – CLOSERS BIAS 
May 9 – Fair 
May 10 – CLOSERS BIAS

 


